
First Lutheran Church 
302 S Sugar Rd. 
Edinburg, TX 78539 
 
January 10, 2019 
 
Dear Members and Friends of First Lutheran, 
 
We hope that the New Year of 2019 finds you in good health 
and ready to take on whatever challenges you and your 
family may find that you need to face this year.      
 
As a friend or member of First Lutheran, whether you be a lifetime member or a 
recent visitor who is looking for a worshipping community, we want to welcome 
you to continue to attend worship and participate in any of the activities sponsored 
by our church.  You are encouraged to join the choir, attend Sunday School for 
children and adults, join the seniors on monthly NOAH expeditions to Valley points 
of interest (as well as restaurants), help distribute food at our Food Pantry, or help 
paint and repair parts of the physical plant and grounds.   
 
If you have not had a chance to do so, please attend worship to meet Rev. Paul Ziese, 
our interim pastor, who began his duties at First Lutheran on December 2, 2018.   
We are very fortunate to have Pastor Paul as our guide through the call process as 
we search for a new pastor for First Lutheran.  One of his special areas of interest is 
Stewardship.  For those of you new to the Lutheran church or the organization of an 
established congregation, Christian Stewardship includes the sharing of a person’s 
gifts with others both within and outside of the church community.  
 
Stewardship also includes giving from the income which we 
gratefully acknowledge we have been blessed to receive.   First 
Lutheran depends upon these offerings from our gratitude to 
continue its presence in Edinburg and the broader community. 
Your First Lutheran Council and the Stewardship Task Force 
request that in the next few weeks you take some time to 
prayerfully appraise your past giving to the church and consider what you might be 
able to give to the church in the coming year.   
 
Many members are familiar with the pledge cards which have traditionally been 
used by churches to provide an estimate of expected income to allow budgeting for 
the expenses of running the church.  The need for being able to make such an 
estimate will be particularly great this year as First Lutheran goes through the 
process of determining whether sufficient  financial resources will be available to 
enable it to call a new pastor.  Realizing that people’s giving abilities may be affected 
by planned or unplanned events such as retirement, illnesses, family crises, or 
employment changes, pledging should not be seen as a binding obligation but rather 
as a promise and opportunity to give a certain amount to the best of one’s ability.  A 



Plan for Giving form is enclosed for those of you who desire to make this 
commitment.   
 
For those who do not feel comfortable with pledging to the church, we 
hope that you will take some time to consider an estimate of the 
amount you feel you could give to the church during this critically 
important transitional year.  For more information about the church’s 
financial status, please plan to attend worship during January to hear 
Pastor Ziese and your fellow members discuss the current needs of First Lutheran 
as we move forward in the Call process. 
 
Yours in Christ,  
 
Stewardship Task Force 
Neil and Virginia Norquest, Cathy Vale, Judy Sisson, Willie and Carol Flores, Elma 
Gonzalez, Council Vice-president, Joseph and Amanda Vale, Tom Pearson 
 
Upcoming Events at First Lutheran 
 
Sunday, January 13, 2019—10:30 am---Baptism of Our Lord—Temple talks on needs of 
First Lutheran 
 
Saturday, January 19, 2019—6:30 pm -- Sanctuary Music    Celebration—First Lutheran 
musicians with wine and cheese reception 
 
Sunday January 20, 2019 10:30 am ---Stewardship Sunday—Temple talks on needs of 
First Lutheran  
 
Sunday January 27, 2019 10:30 am --- Stewardship Drive conclusion followed by Dinner 
in Fellowship Hall 
 
 


